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In the Reign of Harad IV 
Performance Notes 

 

 

Instrument List  

 

Pc 1: hi-hat, splash, china cymbal, crotales (2 octaves) 

Pc 2: woodblocks, log drum, glock 

Pc. 3: 3 toms (low, med, hi), vibraphone 

 

Setup  

 

Percussionists should be in a straight(ish) line facing the audience.  From stage right to stage left, the order should be: pc 3 (vibes closest to center), pc 2, pc 1 (crotales closest to center).   From m.79-

111, the players should noticeably move closer together, as pc 3 moves towards the low end of the vibes and pc 1 moves towards the high end of the crotales. 

 
Text 

 

The text should be spoken naturally, using the given modifiers (“calm,” “grandiose”) as much as possible.  Text attached to x-noteheads should be spoken in rhythm.  Text under an x-notehead in 

parenthesis should just fit into the note value. 

  



Spoken Texts  
from the letters of John Keats (abr. Soper)  
 

Percussion 1  

 

I have this morning such a lethargy that I can’t write 

I can’t write when my spirit’s fevered! 

…neither rhyme nor reason… 

I have not yet known what it is to be diligent… 

but I have just turned over a new leaf. 

 

 

Fine weather, and health, and books, and fine country, 

and a contented mind, 

and an amulet against the ennui! 

 

 

If I were underwater I would scarcely kick! 

I am haunted by ambitious thoughts 

Straining at particles of light 

in the midst of great darkness 

A mental debauch! 

Nothing!  Nothing! 

 

 

 

The points on which the spider begins her work are few, 

and she fills the air with a beautiful circuiting. 

 

 

 

This living hand: I hold it towards you. 

 

Percussion 2 

 

Brain so overwrought, was obliged to give up. 

Anxiety to go on, without the power to do so. 

All sorts of irregularities. 

 

 

 

 

The truth is… 

After all… 

But I know… 

 

 

I don’t know what to write! 

How should I endure loneliness? 

My mind is in a degenerate state! 

Writing at random! 

A vicious, idle-minded way of life! 

I don’t know what I did on Monday:  

Nothing, nothing, nothing, nothing! 

 

 

Every point of thought is the center of an intellectual world. 

 

 

 

 

My imagination is a monastery, and I am its monk. 

 

Percussion 3 

 

I have written nothing. 

But I must turn over a new leaf. 

There is no quiet! 

Teasing and snubbing and vexation… 

 

 

Poetry delights in power, 

In strong excitement, 

As well as in truth, in good, in light! 

And diligent habit of reading and thinking! 

 

 

My hand feels like lead! 

I should be writing god knows what 

This is all nonsense! 

I read over my lines and hate them! 

Lowness of spirits! 

Nothing, nothing! 

 

 

 

I am certain of nothing but the truth of imagination. 

 

 

 

 

I never quite despair, and I read Shakespeare. 
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